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IQ.  (SBU)  Poloff  discussed  points  in  reftel  with  Tiina 
Krevald,  UN  Desk  Officer  at  the  Estonian  MFA.  According  to 
Krevald,  Estonia's  four  priority  initiatives  for  the  UNGA 
Third  Committee,  which  they  share  with  the  EU,  are  the 
abolishment  of  the  death  penalty,  a resolution  on  the 
defamation  of  religion,  and  statements  supporting  the 
rights  of  the  child  and  sexual  orientation/gender  identity. 
In  particular,  Krevald  classified  the  death  penalty  as  a 
"burning"  issue. 

12 . (C)  According  to  Krevald,  in  the  past,  Estonia  has 

supported  and  co-lobbied  the  Canadian  resolution  on  Iran 
and  plans  to  do  so  again  this  year.  Estonia  is  very  aware 
that  one  vote  kept  the  Iran  resolution  from  passing  last 
year  and  as  a result,  the  Government  of  Estonia  (GOE)  is 
concerned  with  the  effect  of  no-action  motions  and  will  do 
their  best  to  avoid  them  this  year.  As  for  resolutions  on 
Burma  and  DPRK,  Estonia  will  support  the  EU  common  position 
currently  being  considered  in  the  EU  working  group  on  Human 
Rights  in  Brussels.  On  Zimbabwe,  Estonia  shares  the  EU 
view  of  waiting  to  see  how  events  unfold  in  the  country 
before  taking  a final  decision.  Krevald  also  stated  that 
the  GOE  is  waiting  to  see  a U.S.  draft  on  the  proposed 
Freedom  of  Expression  resolution  before  forming  an  opinion 
on  it . 

T_3 . (C)  With  respect  to  the  Declaration  on  Prisoners  of 

Conscience,  Krevald  commented  that  after  discussions  with 
other  Estonian  missions  in  Geneva  and  New  York,  Estonia  can 
say  in  principle  that  they  will  do  their  best  in  supporting 
the  U.S.  and  the  Declaration.  At  the  same  time,  they  have 
to  be  realistic  about  limited  staff  in  New  York  and  Geneva, 
as  well  as  their  overall  representation  in  the  capitals  of 
the  EU  Member  States,  which  is  quite  "reserved." 
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